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SUBJ: MELO ANTUNES VISIT TO ANGOLA 
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SUMMARY: REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL MEMBER AND FORMER EOREIGN 
MINISTER MAIOR MELO ANTUNES RETURNED FROM LUANDA MAY 21. 

END SUMMARY. 

1. ANTUNES TRIP: REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL MEMBER AND FORMER 
FOREIGN MINISTER MAJOR MELO ANTUNES RETURNED ERO LUANDA 
MAY 21. ANTUNES MET WITH GPRA PRESIDENT AGOSTINHO NETO AS 
AN OEFICIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF PRESIDENT EANES. THE VISIT TOOK 
PLACE WHILE MAJOR CANTO E CASTRO, ANOTHER MEMBER OF THE 
REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL, WAS IN ZAIRE, ALSO ON A PRESIDENTIAL MISSION. 

2. OBSERVATIONS: ON ARRIVAL IN LISBON, ANTUNES SAID 

THE GPRA WAS WATCHING THE SHABA SITUATION CLOSELY BUT HAD 
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NOTHING TO DO WITH THE INVASION. ANTUNES CITED AS PROOE OE 
THE GPRA'S GOODWILL ITS AUTHORIZING BELGIAN REFUGEES TO 
TRANSIT ANGOLA FOR EVACUATION TO EUROPE. ANTUNES STATED 
PRESIDENT NETO "APPEARED SINCERE, SURE OE HIMSELF, PERFECTLY 
WELL, IN EULL POSSESSION OF ALL HIS FACULITIES." 

3. OPPOSITION: ANTUNES RETURNED TO COMPLAINTS FROM CDS 
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LEADERS TO WHOSE PARTY THE FOREIGN MINISTER BELONGS, 

THAT THE GOP WAS FOLLOWING "PARALLEL DIPLOMACY." ANTUNES DEFENDED 
HIS TRIP BY NOTING THAT HE WAS ACTING AT THE REQUEST OF 
PRESIDENT EANES AND THAT DIPLOMACY COULD NOT BE THE WORK OF JUST 
ONE PERSON. 

4. ANTUNES'S LONG-PLANNED TRIP WAS A FOLLOW-UP TO HIS 

JANUARY VISIT TO HAVANA (REFTELS). THE ANTUNES VISIT TO 

LUANDA UNDERSCORES THE LEVEL OF PRESIDENTIAL INTEREST IN ANGOLA. 

THE SIMULTANEOUS TRAVEL OF A "MODERATE RIGHTIST" REVOLUTIONARY 
COUNCIL MEMBER TO ZAIRE AND A "MODERATE LEFTIST" TO ANGOLA ILLUSTRATES 

A DESIRE TO APPEAR EVEN-HANDED. GIVEN THE PRESIDENT'S STRONG 
INTEREST IN IMPROVING RELATIONS WITH ANGOLA, COMPLAINTS OF 
"PARALLEL DIPLOMACY" ARE UNLIKELY TO DISSUADE HIM FROM FURTHER 
INITIATIVES DESIGNED TO KEEP HIS CHANNELS OPEN. 

BLOOMEIELD 
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